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[1] ESSON, J.A.: We are sitting today in Vancouver as a 

division of the Court of Appeal of the Yukon.  At the opening 

of the appeal Mr. Goldberg identified himself as appearing as 

agent for the appellant without fee.  He is not gowned.   

[2] The background to this is that he applied to the Yukon 

Law Society to be admitted as a member and was refused 

membership.  This creates a very troubling situation for the 

Court.  For one thing, we have the gravest doubts whether 

there is anything proper about the manner in which Mr. 

Goldberg has come before the Court.  We also have grave 

concerns, however, for the appellant, who we are told has been 

in prison for a year serving a four-year sentence.  Bail 

pending appeal was refused some months ago. 

[3] In the circumstances, we have decided to hear the appeal 

and to permit Mr. Goldberg to be heard.  As I say, we do so 

with the gravest reservations and wish to make it clear that 

this is not to be regarded as a precedent.  In due course we 

will deliver written reasons explaining more fully the view 

which we take.  But in order that the appellant will not be 

further prejudiced, the appeal may proceed.   

"The Honourable Mr. Justice Esson" 

 


