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The practice of the Registry is to contact all counsel or self represented litigants
approximately three weeks in advance of the hearing of the appeal to confirm the
time estimate, to ensure that all materials are filed and to confirm that the appeal will
proceed as scheduled. At this time, any concerns with the date, time scheduled or
potential adjournments should be communicated to the registrar.

The registrar works closely with the Vancouver Court of Appeal scheduler who
closely manages the hearing list because the time for the hearing of each appeal is
set aside specifically for that appeal. There are no other cases waiting to proceed if
an appeal is adjourned at the last minute.

Unforeseeable circumstances such as illness of counsel or death of a family
member are legitimate reasons for seeking last minute adjournments. However,
counsel’s lack of preparation, late filings, or personal convenience are not. If you do
not have one of these good reasons to adjourn your hearing, you will have to appear
before the Court to explain your circumstances, even if you have the consent of the
other parties.

In civil appeals, counsel and the parties setting the appeal for hearing must file a
certificate of readiness within one year of filing the applicable notice of appeal or
notice of application for leave to appeal. A notice of hearing must be filed two
months after a certificate of readiness is filed. The present fixed date system for
hearing appeals depends on having appeals proceed in a timely way in accordance
with the date set in the notice of hearing.

The Court respectfulty reminds counsel and self represented litigants of these
matters so that sitting dates will not be lost.
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History. This is a new praclice note.



